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Abstract

A research paper’s contribution exists not only in its originality and creativity but also in its continuity and development for research that
follows. The reference section can play a key role to researchers who are interested in a paper’s statement or who would like to follow the
study or find useful information from the paper. Citation error and quotation error occurred very frequently in a scientific paper, however, the
author easily ignores i©ztiirk and Bektapublished a paper, there is no doubt about this paper, which was previously evaluated and accepted
for publication. This study presents quotation and citation errors of Lagergren’s pseudo-first order rate equation and Ho's pseudo-second order
rate expression. It is also suggested that an author not only must be creative but also must be careful while writing in order to publish more
valuable and papers more worthy of reading.
© 2004 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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RecentlyOztiirk and Bektapublished the paper “Nitrate  of a solid from one based on the concentration of a solution,
removal from aqueous solution by adsorption onto various Lagergren’s first-order rate equation has been called pseudo-
materials”[1]. In Section 3.3 “Adsorption kinetics”, the au- first-order[2-11]. Ho pointed that Lagergren’s equation has
thors mentioned that “first-order rate expression given by been widely cited, but there are far more mistakes made in
Lagergren” using Eq. (3) in the paper, and cited five papers asthe reference section of papers than anywhere else, including
secondary references in which there are quotation or citationthe authors’ name, journal title, year, volume, and page num-
errors. A citation review of the Lagergren rate equation for ber[2]. Itis clear that most of the papers citing Lagergren’s
adsorption reactions has been presef2gdrhe correctref-  original paper published in 1898 are incorrect. However, nu-
erence citing the original Lagergren paper was first presentedmerous researchers use secondary references without know-
by Ho and McKay in 19983]; “S. Lagergren, Zur theorie der  ing that mistakes have already been made in their source of
sogenannten adsorption gster stoffe, K. Sven. Vetenskap- references, such as taking references straight from secondary
sakad. Handl. 24 (4) (1898) 1-39.” Its English translation is references.

“S. Lagergren, About the theory of so-called adsorption of ~ In Section 3.3 “Adsorption kinetics” the authors men-
soluble substances, K. Sven. Vetenskapsakad. Handl. 24 (4jioned the “second-order equation based on adsorption equi-
(1898) 1-39.” and the abbreviated style is “S. Lagergren, Zur librium capacity” using Eg. (4) in the paper with no citation.
theorie der sogenannten adsorption")gmr stoffe, K. Sven. In fact, the second-order kinetic EXpI'ESSiOH for the adsorp-
Vetenskapsakad. Handl. 24 (4) (1898) 1-39.” In order to dis- tion systems of divalent metal ions using sphagnum moss
tinguish a kinetics equation based on the adsorption capacityPeat has been reported by Hé]. Whereas, this second-
order rate expression has been called pseudo-second-order
kTl +886 2 2736 1661x6514: fax: +886 2 2738 4831, [3-11] The earlier application of the pseudo-second-order
E-mail addressysho@tmu.edu.tw. equation to the kinetic studies of competitive heavy metal
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